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Several years ago the WHS Foundation had a vision of a handbook that will serve parents 

as a quick guide and reference so they can actively support their studentôs life in Whitney 

High School.  This handbook was to outline the schoolôs policies, culture and activities 

and list important school dates as well as resources available at the district level.  

Spearheaded by Ing-Yung Li Tse, the Foundation embarked on a journey that led to the 

publication of the first WHS Parent Handbook for the school year 2006-2007.  Since 

then, the handbook had proven invaluable to parents and will shortly celebrate the 

publication of its 5th edition. 

 

With a reputation as one of the best performing high schools in California and ranked 

among the top nationally, admission to Whitney High School is widely sought after.  

WHS admission policy is summarized under General School Information along with 

information on food and bus services, daily bell schedule as well as other support 

services inherent to a high school.  School events, pertaining to both parents and students, 

are also outlined in this book.  In keeping with the schoolôs mission to prepare students 

for admission to their best match college or university, information on various college 

admission tests required for college application has been included. 

 

It will be remiss if we do not acknowledge the importance of the role that parents play in 

campus and in their childrenôs lives to help them succeed.  Because Whitney High 

School is an amalgamation of students from different cultures, parents have grouped 

themselves according to cultural affiliation to better help each other in the interpretation 

and consideration of school policies wherever ethnic diversity and language differences 

become a barrier in understanding.  Information flyers from these various parent groups 

have been included in this handbook. 

 

The 2010-2011 academic year saw the Parent Handbookôs distribution in a solely 

electronic online format.  The 2011-2012 edition of our Parent Handbook continues this 

tradition.  While the Foundation prefers a physical book as we have had in prior years, 

economic realities necessitated a re-evaluation of the time and expense associated with 

the production of a bound edition.  However, there are benefits such as a flattened 

distribution model, lack of a necessity for inventory control, and, for the most part, 

electronic transmission tends to be greener and have a lower overall carbon footprint.   

 

Most of the information in this handbook can also be found at the Whitney High School 

website www.whitneyhs.org or the ABC Unified School District website 

www.abcusd.k12.ca.us.  Do not hesitate to log on to either website whenever more 

detailed or in-depth information is required on a specific matter.  In fact, parents are 

strongly encouraged to browse through the Whitney High School website and familiarize 

themselves with its contents.  It provides a well of information for both parents and 

students.  The site is constantly updated to reflect current school activities, schedules, 

awards, scholarship opportunities, faculty/staff information as well as alumni 

connections.  It provides links to valuable sites relevant to the furtherance of your childôs 

education.  But more importantly, the site provides a window to your childôs performance 

in school. 

 

It is hoped that in its sixth year, this handbook will continue to faithfully serve its 

purpose.  Do keep it readily available for a quick glance whenever you need school 

information. 

Introduction 

http://www.whitneyhs.org/
http://www.abcusd.k12.ca.us/
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A SALUTE TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS WHO SELFLESSLY GAVE THEIR TIME AND COMMITMENT TO Whitney High 
School AND THE FOUNDATION 

 More than a century and a half ago, a French novelist noted "plus ça change, plus c'est la même chose" which roughly 
translates to "the more things change, the more they stay the same".  As we look forward to the new year, we reflect on 
how much has changed from the one it follows.  Just by looking at the school itself, you will note that there is a new 
structure going up where a good portion of the basketball courts used to be.  For the continuing families at Whitney, we 
know this is a tell -tale sign that the project we have all been working so hard for, the Raise The Roof campaign, is taking 
on a life of its own.  Upon its projected completion date in February of this academic year, we will have a state -of-the-art 
350-seat performance center with 3 multimedia labs to call our own.  Funds continue to be raised since we still need the 
resources to outfit the labs with workstations and equipment to properly showcase student talent in the areas of 
performing arts and new media creation.  The building itself has met its targeted construction goal with the help of 
California's Prop 1D matching funds, the ABC Unified School District, former mayor of Cerritos Grace Hu (whose children 
are all alumni), Anne Mack (class of 1994), and the parents and donors of Whitney High School.  Without the support of 
the parents, faculty, and administrators, this project simply would have never been started.  The idea for a performance 
space started 3 years ago, but it was not until 2 years ago that the various parent groups, through the Whitney High 
School Foundation for Educational Excellence, formally voted to support the project and proceeded to raise the funds 
necessary to make it a reality.  Many families gave knowing that the project would not be finished by the time their 
children graduated and would never realize its benefits.  For those of us who have children attending Whitney today, we 
need to run the last leg of the race and match their sacrifice.  The work is not done and we need everyone's help.  
 Another significant sign of change is that we have a new principal.  Dr. Rhonda Buss comes to us from Carmenita 
Middle School.  Whitney High School has been very fortunate in that we have been blessed with very capable and 
talented chief administrators from the very earliest days all the way to our beloved former principal, Patricia Hager who is 
now with another school district in Los Angeles county.  Principals do more than administer to the day -to-day running of 
a school; they are the visionaries that set the agenda for the long -term health and success of a school.  They set the tone 
for the learning environment itself and it is under their leadership that a learning institution rises and falls.  Dr. Buss 
comes to Whitney very highly recommended and it will be under her administration that Whitney will weather the most 
devastating economic environment public education has ever faced in California's history.  With such a heavy burden we 
owe her our full support.  The face of public education will continue to evolve and change in the most populous state.  
What that change looks like and how Whitney comes out of it will largely rest on her capable shoulders.  The Foundation 
wholeheartedly welcomes Dr. Rhonda Buss to our canvas halls and looks forward to working with her to ensure that 
whatever changes come, the Whitney High School family will face them together as a team.  
 What will remain the same is that Whitney High School will continue its long tradition as the #1 public high school in 
the golden state.  This year, as in previous years, Whitney came out on top in every standardized metric.  Our 2011 
Academic Performance Index (API) of 993 out of a possible 1,000 is the highest ever for a high school.  California has 
long been a pioneer in providing an egalitarian education to its population.  The universally acknowledged crown jewel of 
public higher education in the United States is the 10-campus University of California system.  Year after year, UC 
Berkeley and UCLA rank among the best universities in the world regardless of what metric is used to gauge success.  
Our private colleges such as Stanford, CalTech, and USC are envied the world over.  From north to south, and all points 
in-between, higher education must continue to be the business of California if we, as a state, desire to be at the forefront 
of innovation, science, and the arts.  However, providing the very best students to our universities, begins at home.  To 
every parent who has a child attending Whitney, we commend you for all you have done for your students to get them to 
this point.  You are the unsung hero.  Whitney, the state of California, and society at large, would be hard -pressed to 
produce such top-notch students without involved parents, such as yourselves, committed to the finest education.  
 It is in this spirit of cooperation that the Foundation encourages you to engage with the school and the various parent 
groups in whatever fashion your time, resources, and various commitments permit.  Under the Foundation's inclusive 
umbrella are parent groups to suit any number of needs.  We have Parents-Teachers-Students Association (PTSA), 
Association of Chinese Parents for Whitney Excellence (ACPWE), Whitney High School Filipino Parents Support Group 
(FPSG), Whitney Indian Parents Association (WIPA), Whitney Korean Parents Association (KPA), Latino Parent Association 
(LPA), and the newly-formed Whitney Music Boosters (WMB).  We are many, but we work together as one towards a 
common goal.  High school can be a daunting challenge for even the most prepared.  Between academics, sports, social 
activities, scholarships, and the all-important college application process, it can be overwhelming.  The parent groups 
provide a support network for like -minded parents.  Whitney is a huge change for many; there is no reason to go it 
alone.  Make no mistake, change is coming; the Foundation encourages you to be part of it.  Welcome to another 
exciting year at the #1 public school in the great state of California.  
 

Best wishes, 
 
 
 
Kenny Le 
Chairman, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012 
Whitney High School Foundation for Educational Excellence 

WHS Foundation Chair Message and Acknowledgements 
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On behalf of Whitney High Schoolôs staff, I am pleased to welcome you to the 2011-
2012 School Year.  We are excited about the opportunity to serve you and your student 
this year and to continue working together to move to the next level of excellence in 
everything that we do.  As many of you know, Whitney High School is recognized as one 
of the top performing schools in the nation and in the state of California.  In fact, last 
year, Whitney High School was honored again as a California Distinguished School.  The 
community plays a key role in a schoolôs achievements.  Thank you for your part in 
helping Whitney High School to achieve such a high level of success. 
 
As a new principal, many are wondering about my leadership style and vision for the 
school.  The book, 212 Degrees: The Extra Degree, by Sam Parker and Mac Anderson, 
sets the stage for describing my leadership style.  Parker and Anderson state, ñAt 211 
degrees, water is hot. At 212 degrees, it boils. And with boiling water, comes steam. 
And steam can power a locomotive.ò  212 degrees is a message about action and 
commitment.  The continual application of heat (dedication and effort) to an activity or 
task can move it to the next level of excellence.  With that said, the school and Whitney 
Foundation for Educational Excellence has my 212 degrees of commitment and I look 
forward to working together.  
 
The vision for the school is very clear.  We will continue to strive to be the best public 
college preparatory school in the nation and prepare our students for acceptance into 
their best match colleges or universities.  Additionally, to ensure that students are not 
deterred financially from their best match school, we will continue to aggressively 
pursue scholarships.  Furthermore, we will help each student discover their individual 
strengths and encourage them to reach their highest potential through capitalizing on 
those strengths.   
 
The campaign to raise money for the new state -of-the-art media center will continue to 
be a major focus this year.  Our goal is for this wonderful new facility to be completed 
by the end of February 2012.  We are still in need of financial assistance to purchase 
the technology for this facility.  Please continue to support the media center endeavor 
and give the 212 degrees of commitment needed for its completion.  
 
It is truly an honor to serve as Whitney High Schoolôs principal and I look forward to 
building a successful relationship with the amazing Whitney Foundation members. 
 
 
Rhonda Buss, Ed.D.  
Principal 
Gretchen A. Whitney High School 

Message from the Principal 

Publication Notes:  

 

Editorial changes made by Kenny Le from original contributions by Ditas Hemsath. 
 

All errors and omissions are the sole fault of the editor.  While we do everything possible to make sure the 
information is correct and timely, dates do tend to change due to the fluid nature of the school year.  The Parent 
Handbook is meant to be a general guide.  Please call the school to verify dates which are important to your 
family and plan accordingly.  

 

On the cover:  

 

A collage composed from photographs hosted on the WhitneyHS.org website originally taken by a number of 
people including Mr. Gary Ayala, Dr. Tom Yi, Mr. Harry Trieu, Mr. Philip Wilson, Mr. Tim OôConnell, and Ms. Rita 
Labib of student performances which will one day be showcased at the new Multi -Media Training Center. 
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Admission Policy 

 

The ABC Unified School District Policy for 

admitting students to the academic magnet high 

school is very clear and leaves no room for 

individual judgment at the school site.  The policy 

is designed to provide admittance to academically 

qualified students and to a geographically 

representative group of students.  Because 

Whitney maintains a constant enrollment of 1,020 

students, 165 at the seventh grade level, not every 

qualifying student is admitted.  Admission 

priority is based on the following Board Policy 

considerations: 

 

¶ All students must live in the ABC Attendance 

area 

¶ All students must take the English Language 

Arts and Math California Standards or 

nationally normed reference test.  This counts 

as 70% of the total score 

¶ All students must take the district writing test 

which counts for 30% of the total score 

 

Incoming 7th Graders:  Enrollment is offered to the highest scoring students of each 

elementary school.  The 14 largest of the elementary schools have 3 slots each and the 5 

smallest have 2 slots each.  ABC residents not currently attending an ABC school and 

wish to transfer must complete a green Whitney Application Form obtained from their 

school of residence.  Forms are available from the beginning of February to the last 

Friday in April.  All applications must be submitted, along with proof of residency, to the 

District Testing Office by the last Friday in April.  The applicantôs total score is ranked 

according to the elementary or middle school that he or she is attending at the time of 

testing.  Admission is based on space availability. 

 

¶ Enrollment is offered to students who score in the top 20% of each middle school 

¶ Enrollment is offered to the 10 highest scoring of those ABC residents not attending 

ABC schools 

¶ Enrollment is offered to the 3 highest scoring students whose parents are ABC 

employees but who live outside of the district. 

 

Whitney High School 

16800 Shoemaker Ave 

Cerritos     CA 90703 

Tel:  562 926-5566 ext. 22300 

www.whitneyhs.org 

Principal 

Dr. Rhonda Buss 
ext. 22302 

 

Asst. Principal 

Mr. Bryan Glonchak 

ext. 22304 

 

School Secretary 

Ms. Kay Cotrell 

ext. 22307 

 

Office Secretary 

Ilka Sabha 

ext. 22309 

           

General School Information 
òWe are what we repeatedly do.  Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.ó 

- Aristotle 

http://www.whitneyhs.org/
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School Bus Service 
 

¶ ABC school district provides free bus service for students living more than three 

miles from Whitney High School. 

¶ Bus schedules listing pick up and drop off points around the district are available at 

the school main office. 

¶ Questions or concerns about the bus can be addressed to Ilka Sabha, office secretary 

at the listed extension. 

¶ The District Office Transportation Department can be reached at (562) 926-5566 ext. 

22400. 

 

Food Services ï ABCUSD Nutrition Services operates on campus out of ñthe Hutchò in 

the back of Building B.  Food is available to students before school, during nutrition and 

lunch time.  The Hutch offers a variety of food including breakfast items, salad, pizza, 

hamburgers, and chicken in self served food bars which are paid for by point of sale 

cards. The cafeteria does not accept cash meal purchases. The point of sale cards can be 

purchased and loaded with cash through Donna in the Hutch.  Parents are advised to get 

one for their student/s before the first day of school so they can purchase meals during 

snack or lunch time.  Once an account has been established, cards can be re-loaded via 

the internet.  A representative from Food Services will be on campus during scheduled 

pick up days for the underclassmen.  Any other questions should be referred to Nutrition 

Services at District Office. 

  

For those who bring lunch to school, meals can be heated up in microwaves that are 

strategically placed around campus.  These microwaves are designated as vegetarian or 

non-vegetarian use in consideration to vegan students. 

 

In and Out of School Policy 
 

¶ Whitney High School opens at 6:30 A.M and closes at 5:00 P.M.  Students are 

allowed on campus as soon as the gates are open but supervision is not provided. 

 

¶ Drop off and pick up point has been streamlined for students at the south gate.  The 

drop-off point tends to be very congested.  Parents are encouraged to exercise caution 

during this time.  Avoid placing backpacks in the trunk for safety reasons.  Retrieving 

items from the trunk slows down the unloading zone. 

 

¶ They should be picked up by the time the school closes unless they have extra 

curricular school activities.  The late district bus service that leaves from the main 

entrance gate at 5:00 P.M. remains to be decided due to budgetary considerations. 

 

¶ During school hours only the main front gate is open.  Students are required to have 

an outside pass from the attendance office to get in and out of school.  If the student 

is sick with fever, he/she will be sent home to rest and recuperate. 

 

¶ Seniors are allowed to leave campus during lunch on Fridays if they are cleared with 

an outside lunch pass.  They are required to have their student ID card so that the 

Student Intervention Assistants (SIA) are able to easily identify them. 
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Attendance Policy 
 

¶ Parents must call the attendance office excusing an 

absence or have the student deliver a note to the 

attendance office the first day the student returns to 

school. 

 

¶ Parents have a week to clear an absence or it becomes unexcused.  Students with 

unexcused absences are required to serve detention. 

 

¶ Parents must call by 9:00 A.M. or write a note if a student requires an outside pass for 

that day.  After 9:00 A.M. a parent must personally appear in person to excuse the 

student.  Students must check out and check in with the attendance office.  Those 

who leave campus without an outside pass will be required to serve detention. 

 

¶ All notes excusing absences must have the correct contact phone numbers and will 

be verified.  If the note cannot be verified, the absence will be considered truancy.  

Students are reminded with a yellow notice to clear their absences. 

 

¶ Parents should notify the attendance office in advance and coordinate with their 

Grade Level Advisor to work out makeup assignments for extended periods of 

absence (one week or more). 

 

¶ Per ABC School Board policy, students with ten or more absences in any semester 

may have their grades lowered to ñFò.  As such, please plan extended vacations 

around school holidays. 

 

¶ Please refer to the school website for more details. 

 

Daily Bell Schedule 

 

Note:  Two pep rallies and one class meeting will use the advisement schedule. 

 

For all attendance needs 

call 

Ilka Sabha (ext. 22309) 

or 

Ileana Lima (ext. 22308) 

Regular Days 
(Mon, Tue, Thu) 

Early Release/Meeting (Tue) 
(Once a month) 

Advisement Day 
(Wed and Fri) 

  7:00 ï 7:55    Period 1   7:00 ï 7:55    Period 1   7:00 ï 7:55    Period 1 

  8:00 ï 8:55    Period 2   8:00 ï 8:45    Period 2   8:00 ï 8:50    Period 2 

  9:00 ï 9:15   Home Room   8:50 ï 9:00    Homeroom   8:55 ï 9:05    Homeroom 

  9:15 ï 10:10  Period 3   9:00 ï 9:45    Period 3   9:05 ï 9:55    Period 3 

10:10 ï 10:20  Nutrition   9:45 ï 9:55  Nutrition   9:55 ï 10:10  Nutrition 

10:25 ï 11:20  Period 4 10:00 ï 10:45  Period 4 10:15 ï 11:05  Period 4 

11:25 ï 12:20  Period 5 10:50 ï 11.35  Period 5 11:10 ï 12:00  Period 5 

12:20 ï 12:50  Lunch 11.40 ï 12:25  Period 6 12:00 ï 1:00    Lunch/ 
                        Advisement 

12:55 ï 1:50    Period 6 12:25 ï 12:55  Lunch   1:05 ï 1:55    Period 6 

  1:55 ï 2:50    Period 7   1:00 ï 1:45    Period 7   2:00 ï 2:50    Period 7 

  1:50 ï 2:50    Faculty Meeting   
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Dean of Students 

 

RoseEllen Shea 

562 926-5566 Ext. 22303 

 

This on-site administrator organizes, facilitates, and monitors comprehensive 

programs in the areas of attendance, discipline, academic/career guidance, intervention 

programs, counseling, instruction and/or curriculum. 

 

 

 

Student Advisors (SA) 

 

Students are welcome to visit their SA without an appointment before school, during 

snack, lunch and after school.  For grades 9-12, Student Advisors are allocated by the 

first letter of the studentôs last name.  If an issue is important please schedule an 

appointment through Ms. Ilka Sabha at 562 926-5566 ext. 22309. 

 

 
 

It is important to know your childôs grade level advisors.  They play a central role in 

the development of our childrenôs educational plans and help students with academic, 

social or personal problems or issues. 

 

 

Student Intervention Assistants (SIA) 
 

James Gibson 

Joseph Cruz 

562 926-5566 Ext. 22326 

 

The following are the functions of the SIAs : 

 

 
 

Grade Level Advisor Tel. extension 

7th grade RoseEllen Shea 22303 

8th grade RoseEllen Shea 22303 

9th grade Eric Gutierrez (L-X) / Deliana Park (A-K, Y, and Z) 22388 / 22305 

10th grade Eric Gutierrez (L-X) / Deliana Park (A-K, Y, and Z) 22388 / 22305 

11th grade Eric Gutierrez (L-X) / Deliana Park (A-K, Y, and Z) 22388 / 22305 

12th grade Eric Gutierrez (L-X) / Deliana Park (A-K, Y, and Z) 22388 / 22305 

Provide and maintain a safe campus 

environment 

Chaperone school activities, such as 

Dances, field trips, retreats, etc. 

Enforce school rules and regulations Assist students with locker problems 

Act as conflict mediators Assist students recover lost items 

Supervise students and act as 

mentors 

Control traffic before and after school 

Assist the administration and 

teachers when required 

Serve as safety committee members 

dances, field trips, retreats, etc. 

Issue student ID cards, senior lunch 

pass, student parking permits and 

assign lockers 

Member of the LA County Community 

Emergency Response Team 

Serve as advisor for various student 

clubs 

Serves as liaison between WHS and the 

Community 
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Finance Office 

 

The Finance Office is where students: 

 

Buy event tickets, yearbook and other school 

merchandize 

Turn in money from fundraisers 

Replace ID cards 

Turn in fair share donations for athletics 

Turn in receipts to be reimbursed for authorized expenses 

 

The finance office inaugurated its Web Store last year.  Parents and students can 

purchase required items for the upcoming school year on line such as ASB cards, PE. 

clothes, Band óFair Shareô Fees, Athletic Participation Fees and other miscellaneous 

WHS items that are typically sold through the ASB Bookkeeper Office and/or Student 

Store.  Jumpstart your studentôs registration and skip the long line at the Finance 

Office.  Let your fingers do your shopping at the Web Store. 

 

Career Center 

 

The Career Center assists students with defining and 

development of career choices and helping them with 

their resume and improving interview skills. Through 

the Career Focus Guest Speakers Program, the 

Center gives students a glimpse into possibilities and 

different vocations by inviting a variety of alumni 

and community member to share their career 

experiences.  Students are exposed to the work force 

through internships and job opportunities. 

 

College Resource Center 
 

The College Resource Center (CRC) is located in Building B of the WHS campus and 

is open from 7:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 

 

It provides students with resources to prepare them for their best-matched college by 

having available information about universities and colleges, testing, scholarships, 

financial aid and library services. 

 

CRC is equipped with a full service media laboratory available to students who need 

computer access during the day.  It is linked to the Cerritos Public Library and 

California State University Long beach Libraryôs online services. 

 

It hosts College Fairs and information sessions with college and university admission 

representatives for both parents and students to provide a variety of college options. 

 

CRC helps prepare students for college by providing them an individual TCCi internet

-based electronic portfolio.  TCCi is a college planning resource sponsored by the 

WHS Foundation and can be accessed through an internet browser to log in to http:/

connection.naviance.com/Whitney.  TCCi accounts are also available to parents 

providing a family connection that is valuable in college preparation.  College 

information sessions, application deadlines and scholarship opportunities are at the 

studentsô fingertips through TCCi. 

 

Donna Main 

WHS Bookkeeper 

also ASB Bookkeeper 

 562 926-5566 Ext. 22311 

www.whitneyhs.org 

Click on Web Store 

 

Mary Pinedo 

College Center Director, 

Scholarships, College 

Events Coordinator 

562 926-5566 ext. 22306 

 

Griselda Hidalgo 

Library Media 

Technician 

562 926-5566 ext. 22313 

http://www.whitneyhs.org/
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The School Year 

 

The best source for up to date events is the school website.  Flyers are sent home with 

the student when there is a schedule change due to a special event. 

 

The year at a glance: 

 

 
 

***Summer Reading Assignments:  Books are assigned by the English Department for 

most grades 

2011   Event 
September 6 New Family Orientation (Gym; 6:30 PM) 

 7 New Student Orientation (Gym; 8:00 AM - 12:30 PM) 

 8 Start of School 2011-2012 School Year 

 13 Early Release Schedule (School is out at 1:45 PM) 

 27 Back-To-School Night & College Fair (5:00 PM - 8:00 PM) 

October 11 Early Release Schedule (School is out at 1:45 PM) 

November 1 Early Release Schedule (School is out at 1:45 PM) 

 8-10 Comp Exam Schedule (School is out at 12:30 PM) 

 11 Holiday - No School 

 21-25 Thanksgiving Holiday & School Furlough Days 

December 6 Early Release Schedule (School is out at 1:45 PM) 

 7 WHS Holiday Band Concert (Gym; 7:00 PM) 

 23-31 Winter Break 

2012    
January 1-6 Winter Break (Continued) 

 16 Holiday 

 17 Early Release Schedule (School is out at 1:45 PM) 

 31 Comp Exam Schedule (School is out at 12:30 PM) 

February 1-2 Comp Exam Schedule (Continued) (School is out at 12:30 PM) 

 3 No School - Secondary Student Free Day 

 7 Early Release Schedule (School is out at 1:45 PM) 

 13 Holiday 

 20 Holiday 

March 20 Early Release Schedule (School is out at 1:45 PM) 

 26 No School 

April 3-5 Comp Exam Schedule (School is out at 12:30 PM) 

 6-13 Spring Break 

 17 Early Release Schedule (School is out at 1:45 PM) 

 18 Open House & College Fair (5:00 PM - 8:00 PM) 

 30 STAR Testing - Minimum Day Schedule 

May 1-2 STAR Testing - Minimum Day Schedule (Continued) 

 8 Early Release Schedule (School is out at 1:45 PM) 

 28 Holiday 

June 5 Early Release Schedule (School is out at 1:45 PM) 

 6 WHS Band Spring Concert (Gym; 7:00 PM) 

 12 8th Grade Celebration (Gym; 6:00 PM - 8:30 PM) 

 18-20 Comp Exam Schedule (School is out at 12:30 PM) 

 21 Last Day of School/Graduation (Minimum Day; School out at 12:30 PM) 

School Events 
òGreat things are not done by impulse, but by a series of small things brought together.ó 

 - Vincent Van Gogh 
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New Family Orientation 

 

 Tuesday, September 6, 2011 

 6:30 ï 8:30 P.M. 

 Whitney High School Quad 

 

This program was instituted in recognition of the need for new families to understand and 

successfully guide their children through Whitney High School.  It has been very successful in 

assimilating new families into the WHS community.  The event is held in cooperation with the 

Foundation, PTSA and various parents.  It is open to all parents of new enrollees in WHS.  It is 

hoped that by the end of the session the attendant families will have an idea of the workings of 

WHS and be able to productively help their students navigate their way through a meaningful 

high school experience. 

 

¶ Staff is introduced to the parents 

¶ Parents are given an overview of WHSô policies 

¶ Available school resources are briefly outlined 

¶ Parents are taken on a campus tour of various school facilities 

¶ The Foundation and different volunteer parent groups are introduced 

 

Back to School Night (Tuesday, September 27, 2011) 

 

 Goals: 

 

¶ Allows parents to experience their childôs daily school life in a capsule. 

¶ Provides opportunities for parents to become familiar with the teaching philosophies of 
their childrenôs teachers, their syllabi, classroom and grading policies.  Parents are 

encouraged to note down the teacherôs telephone number, email address. 

¶ Exposes parents to different parent and school organizations. 

 

Back to School night is conducted to mirror a studentôs day in school.  A student typically goes 

through six periods on a school day with a five minute break in between.  Parents are allotted the 

same amount of time to walk from classroom to classroom imaging their studentôs day to visit 

with their teachers.  Parents, however, should refrain from asking specific questions about 

individual students and should schedule a conference with the teacher for this purpose.  If further 

clarification of the teacherôs policies is required, parents are encouraged to have their student 

present during the conference to help them understand better. 

 

Open House (Wednesday, April 18, 2012) 

 

 Often held at the last quarter of the year, Open House aims to: 

 

¶ Provide insight and results about the school year, 

¶ Provide connections with alumni and/or college representatives 

 

Grade Level Events 

 

These are special events for each grade scheduled by the Grade Level Advisors at least once a 

year that involve parents. 

 

¶ 7th grade ï Parentsô meeting 

¶ 8th grade ï Academic learning planning for high school 

¶ 9th grade ï Daytime mini-retreat themed around making good decisions 

¶ 10th grade ï Sophomore Parent Night, preparing for junior year. 

¶ 11th grade ï Junior Parent Night, looking at university entrance requirements. Covers 

topics such as college application process, early decision (or early action) program, panel 

interviews, summer workshop 

¶  12th grade ï Senior panel interviews, financial aid workshop, senior retreat 
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òTHE MAN WHO CAN DRIVE HIMSELF FURTHER ONCE THE EFFORT GETS PAINFUL IS THE MAN WHO WILL WIN.ó 

Roger Bannister         

Testing and Grading 

Comprehensive Examination 

 

This is also referred to as comp days and given at 

the end of each of the four academic quarters.  

Depending on each instructor, quarter comps can 

either be a written examination, a project 

presentation, or a performances.  Three days are 

allotted for each comp period.  Students are 

dismissed at 12:30 each exam day.  Parents should 

see their students preparing days prior to comp.  

Comp schedule for the school year remains to be decided and was not available for 

inclusion in this yearôs handbook. 

 

Grade Reporting Periods 

 

Report cards are mailed to parents or guardians at the end of each quarter and semester.  

Only the semester grades are official.  Parents may also receive a progress report card 

from individual teachers during a quarter.  The progress report reflects the studentôs 

performance in the classroom and can be either positive or negative feedback. 

 

Grading policies: 

 

 
 

¶ WHS allows (+) and (-) additions to grades at teacherôs discretion for students who 

are borderline in a subject. 

¶ Minimum GPA of 2.5 is required to continue attending WHS.  Students who are not 

fulfilling their academic potential are placed on academic probation and are 

monitored by their Grade Level Advisor.  Parents are contacted and an 

individualized academic improvement plan is developed. 

¶ Any change in a quarter or semester grade must take place within one year of the 

time the grade was issued regardless of the reason.  Students should take the 

following steps to effect the change: 

 1.  Speak with the teacher and request/justify the change 

 2.  See Ileana Lima, Guidance Secretary to inform her of the impending change 

¶ Incompletes ñIò grades must be made up within the next grading period or it will 

become automatically an ñFò. 

¶ A student who is assigned improperly (the class is too easy or too difficult) can 

request for a level change at any time during the year.  The change will be made 

based on classroom space availability. 

¶ Students have until the 15th day of each semester to request a drop from a class 

without penalty.  Students who drop a class after this deadline will receive a 

withdraw ñFò. 

 

***Tutoring and late bus schedule remains to be decided depending upon budget 

constraints. 

Letter Grade A B C D E 

Scale 90 ï 100% 80 ï 89% 70 ï 79% 65 ï 69% 0 ï 64% 

Grade Point 40 3.0 2.0 1.0 00 

Description Excellent Above Average Average Below Average Failing 

Comp Day Schedule 

 

8:00 ï 10:00 1st testing block 

10:00 ï 10:25 Nutrition 

10:30 ï 12:30 2nd testing block 

   Dismissal 
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Other Testing  
 

STAR Testing -  This is Californiaôs standardized test administered to all students from 

grades two through eleven and given in late spring.  Testing lasts three days and students 

are dismissed at approximately 12:30. 

 

CAHSEE ï Known as the California High School Exit Exam, it is a requirement for 

graduation.  All students enrolled in Californiaôs public schools must pass both the 

English and Math sections.  It is given twice a year to students in grades 10 through 12 

giving students ample time to fulfill this graduation requirement. 

 

PSAT ï Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test  is also known as the National Merit 

Scholarship Qualifying Test.  It measures the studentôs critical reading, math problem-

solving and writing skills.  Administered by high schools, it is highly recommended for 

10th and 11th grade students for the following reasons: 

   

1.  This is a precursor to the SAT and SAT Subject Tests.  The feedback received on 

the studentôs strength and weaknesses provides focus on subject areas for 

additional study and practice. 

2. The scores of 11th grade students are submitted to the National Merit Scholarship 

Corporation and become the basis for scholarship competition.  Maximum score in 

a PSAT is 240 and the average Selection  Index is 147. 

 

Registration for the PSAT is sent to students along with the pick-up package.  A $25.00 

fee is payable to WHS.  See your Grade Level Advisor to qualify for a waiver.  A practice 

PSAT is usually scheduled in March for 9th graders. 



15  

Whitney High School Parent Handbook 2011 - 2012 

òAttitudes are contagious.  Are yours worth catching?ó 

Anonymous 

College Prep Testing 

AP Exams ï Advance Placement exams are scheduled the first half of May.   Open to all 

10th, 11th and 12th grade students, it may take place outside of WHS campus. 

 

¶ Score ranges from ñ1ò to ñ5ò.  Details regarding scores can be found in the AP test 

registration package or can be viewed at www.collegeboard.com. 

¶ An examination fee is required.  Please inquire for current fees and pay at the WHS 

Finance Office. 

¶ Check each college or university for specific information regarding the acceptance of 

AP results for granting credit or advanced standing. 

 

Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) 

 

SAT I ï The student is tested in `three different subjects:  critical reading, 

mathematics, and writing.  Each content area is scored on a scale of 200 to 800 

for a total score of 2400. 

 

SAT II ï SAT Subject Test allows a student to show mastery of individual 

subjects.  It provides an opportunity to showcase skills on a particular subject area 

such as English, history, mathematics, science, and various foreign languages. 

 

To register on line and for detailed fee information log on to www.collegeboard.com. 

 

2011-2012 SAT I/II Test Date Schedule 

 

 
 
ACT ï American College Test is another national college admissions examination 
accepted by colleges and universities around the United States.  The student is tested in 
four subject areas ï English, mathematics, reading, science.  In addition to the four 
content areas, ACT Plus Writing tests the studentôs writing capabilities.  Each content 
area is scored on a scale of 1 to 36.  In addition, a composite score which is the average 
of the four test scores is also reported. 

 

Log on to www.actstudent.org for more information about the ACT and to register on 

line for a test.  Following are the testing dates for 2011-2012 school year. 

Test Dates Test Registration Deadline Late (Fee Applies) 

млκмκнлмм {!¢ ϧ {ǳōƧŜŎǘ ¢Ŝǎǘǎ фκфκнлмм фκнмκнлмм 

ммκрκнлмм {!¢ ϧ {ǳōƧŜŎǘ ¢Ŝǎǘǎ млκтκнлмм млκнмκнлмм 

мнκоκнлмм {!¢ ϧ {ǳōƧŜŎǘ ¢Ŝǎǘǎ ммκуκнлмм ммκнлκнлмм 

мκнуκнлмн {!¢ ϧ {ǳōƧŜŎǘ ¢Ŝǎǘǎ мнκолκнлмм мκмоκнлмн 

оκмлκнлмн {!¢ ƻƴƭȅ нκмлκнлмн нκнпκнлмн 

рκрκнлмн {!¢ ϧ {ǳōƧŜŎǘ ¢Ŝǎǘǎ пκсκнлмн пκнлκнлмн 

сκнκнлмн {!¢ ϧ {ǳōƧŜŎǘ ¢Ŝǎǘǎ рκуκнлмн рκннκнлмн 

http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.actstudent.org/


16  

Whitney High School Parent Handbook 2011 - 2012 

2011-2012 ACT Test Date Schedule 

 
 

Comparison of SAT and ACT scores 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Differences between SAT and ACT 
The SAT and ACT are both standardized testing used by colleges and universities as part 
of the admission process.  The following comparison was taken from the website of The 
Princeton Review.   

Test Date Registration Deadline Late (Fee required) 

фκмлκнлмм уκмнκнлмм !ǳƎǳǎǘ мо-нсΣ нлмм 

млκннκнлмм фκмсκнлмм {ŜǇǘΦ мт-олΣ нлмм 

мнκмлκнлмм ммκпκнлмм bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ р-муΣ нлмм 

нκммκнлмн мκмоκнлмн WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мп-нлΣ нлмн 

пκмпκнлмн оκфκнлмн aŀǊŎƘ мл-ноΣ нлмн 

сκфκнлмн рκпκнлмн aŀȅ р-муΣ нлмн 

ACT Composite SAT I Score ACT Composite SAT I Score 

15 1060 17 1210 

19 1350 20 1410 

21 1500 22 1530 

23 1590 24 1650 

25 1700 26 1760 

27 1820 28 1860 

29 1920 30 1980 

31 2040 32 2130 

33 2190 34 2260 

35 2340 36 2400 

  SAT ACT 

How often 7 times per year 6 times per year 

Structure 

10-section exam: 3 critical 

reading, 3 maths, 3 writing, and a 

variable subsection used to try out 

new questions for future SAT 

editions 

4-section exam: English, math, 

reading, and science reading  with 

an optional writing test 

Test Content 

Math: up to 9th grade basic 

Geometry and Algebra II 

Science: None 

Reading: sentence completions, 

short an long critical reading 

passages, reading comprehension 

Writing: an essay, and questions 

testing grammar, usage, and word 

choice. 

Math: up to trigonometry 

Science: charts, experimental 

Reading: Four passages each of 

prose fiction, science, social 

science, Humanities, and science. 

English: stresses grammar 

Penalty for wrong answers Yes No 

Scoring System 

200-800 per section, added 

together for a combined score, A 

2400 is the highest possible 

combined score 

1-36 for each subject, averaged 

for a composite score. A 36 is the 

highest possible composite score. 

Are all scores sent to 

schools 

Yes. If a student requests a score 

report be sent to specific colleges, 

the report will include the scores 

the student received on every SAT 

taken 

No, There is a ñScore Closureò 

option, Students can choose 

which schools will receive scores 

AND which scores school will 

see 

Uses for the exams Scholarship purposes Scholarship purposes. 

Best time to register At least 6 weeks before the test 

date 

At least 4 weeks before the test 

dates 

Contact information 
The College Board (866) 756-7346 

on line  www.collegeboard.com 

ACT, Inc.: (319)-337-1000 

on line www.act.org 

http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.act.org/
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òThe person who gets the farthest is generally the one who is willing to do and dare.  The sure-thing boat never gets far from shoreó 

- Dale Carnegie 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

This section outlines information and policies relating to school clubs and school 

sanctioned activities.  Please be aware that some of these extracurricular activities are 

graded classes, such as choir, band, orchestra, color guard, MUN and ASB.  Check with 

your Grade Level Advisor or course catalogue.  

 

¶ Associate Student Body (ASB), grade level officers ï Students are elected into 

cabinet level positions and are responsible for organizing various activities 

throughout the year, such as New Student Orientation, Hello Dance, and Annual 

Ironman competition. Elections occur annually each spring. The group meets as a 

class daily during 5th period. 

 

¶ Yearbook - is published yearly by students who are advised by teacher Ms. Oyama. 

The class meets at 7th period. Students must apply and tryout to be on the year book 

stuff. With success at tryout, they must enroll in the class. Students, parents, and 

local businesses have opportunities to place messages or ads in the yearbook. 

 

¶ Band - There are three bands, high school, middle school and jazz bands. To 

maintain a high quality program each student is asked to contribute to cover the 

cost of consumable items used throughout the year. The school budget is very small 

for a large program. At the price of at least $60 per song, WHS wants to be able to 

offer students up to date literature and activities as much as possible. Fund raising is 

available to meet this cost. 
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High School Band for Grades 9-12 
 

¶ Course graded, meets at 7:00 am - period 1 

¶ Marching season is September through Thanksgiving with 3 parades on Saturday 

and a Disneyland performance during a school day 

¶ Concert seasons begins in October and alternates with marching 

¶ 3 major concerts per year ï winter and spring concerts are held at the Carpenter 

Theater at CSULB. The third, Festival concert is held in mid-March.  The band 

participates in the district Band-O-Rama usually held in May at the Cerritos 

Performance Arts center 

¶ Non attendance in concerts will lower course grade 

¶ Marching Band uniforms are provided through school fundraising and are kept at 

school for student use. 

¶ Concert uniforms provided by students - tux shirt, black pants/long skirt, black socks 

and shoes 

¶ Some of the larger instruments are available for students use 

¶ Parent volunteers are needed for parade performances and events throughout the 

 year 

¶ Students are encouraged to participate in the ABC District Honor Band 

¶ Fair share donations are collected to repair and replace instruments, uniforms and the 

music library 

 

Middle school band for Grades 7 & 8 

 

¶ Three Classes, Beginning Band, Intermediate Band, and Advanced Band: 

¶ Beginning Band ï For students with little or no previous musical experience. Some 

students with less than one year involvement in an elementary school band take 

beginning band as a refresher course.  This is also the class for those wishing to 

switch to a new instrument 

¶ Intermediate Band - At least one year's experience in elementary school band. 

¶ Advanced Band - A total of 2-3 years elementary experience with a teacher 

recommendation or one year of junior high experience. 

¶ Uniforms 
Concert uniform is formal black and white.  Black dress shoes for boys and girls 

 Boys: black dress pants, wing tip tuxedo shirt, black bow tie 

 Girls: black knee-length shirt or dress pants, white tuxedo shirt and special bow 

tie 

The shirts and ties are ordered through the school and paid out of the fair share 

donation.  Returning students who outgrew their uniforms buy their 

replacements. 

 

Choir Open to Grades 9-12 
 

¶ Meets one day a week as designated from 3:00 - 5:00 PM.  Course grade may be 

affected by non-attendance of concerts 

¶ Concert robes are provided by WHS.  Choir members are required to wear black 

dress shoes during concert performances 

¶ Fair share donation collected for the music library 

¶ Winter and spring concerts are held at the Carpenter Center at California State 

University Long beach.   
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Color Guard 
 

Open to grades 9-12 

 Auditions held in early spring 

3 day camp at Whitney in August 

Summer practices 

Uniforms paid for by participating student 

Performances with the band at fall parades and March performance on campus for 

student body 

 

Orchestra 

 

Open to students in grades 7-12 

Meets one day a week - Monday from 3:00 - 5:00 pm 

Uniform - concert black (see High School Band) 

Fair share donations are collected to add to music library and coaches when needed 

Concerts - December & June at CSULB 

 

Drama 

 
The drama department produces at least three plays each year. Audition for the fall play 
and the spring musical are open to all Whitney students and are directed by Whitney 
staff members. The shows are held in a local high school auditorium. The third 
production is called ñBottom Locker Productionsò because only our 7th, 8th, and 9th grade 
students are eligible to perform. The show consists of several one-act plays directed by 
10th, 11th, and 12th graders, and is usually performed at Cerritos Park East in early June. 
 

Clubs 
The following is a list of all the available clubs and extracurricular activities available to 
WHS students.  Details of some of the listed clubs were not available at the time of 
publication.  Consult with Activities Director Jodi Improta for more information. 
 

 

ACME (Appreciation of 
Classic Movie 
Entertainment) 

Future Prom Club Math Counts 

American Red Cross Guitar Club Orgullo Latino (Latino Pride) 

Builders Club Jesus Club Outdoor Recreation Club 

Chess Club JSA (Junior Statesman 
of America) 

Prom Club 

Chinese Club Key Club Robotics 

Chocolate Club Knitty Gritty Scribblers and Books 

CJSF (California Junior 
Scholarship Federation) 

KFC (Knights at the 
Foot of the Cross) 

Shanti Club 

Club Kaibigan Kokoro Kara Space Set 

Club Noire Korean Club Washington DC Club 

Dragon Boat (JAWS) Lunchbox Club   

French Club Masquerade Club  
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¶ Dragon Boat JAWS (Just Add Water) is Whitneyôs dragon boat team/club that was 

founded back in 2003. The team consists of rowers, a caller, and a steersman, and the 

sport emphasizes cooperation among members. The group has won medals and 

trophies in competitions in past years. Weekend practices start from the beginning of 

February until the middle of summer break. Students of all grades and skills are 

encouraged to participate and represent Whitney on the waters. 

 

¶ Key Club is the largest student-led community service organization at Whitney High 

School. The focus of this club is to encourage members to volunteer and encourage 

young students to take an active role in their community. Major projects include 

interaction with and provision of supplies for young orphans in Tijuana, decorating 

Rose Parade floats, óAdopt A Familyô program during holidays, helping at animal 

refuges, assist the elderly at senior centers, and raising money for charity.  See Jan 

Jensen, Deliana Park or Nancy Ziolkowski for more information. 

 

¶ Math Counts ïis a national enrichment competition program that promotes middle 

school (7th and 8th grades only for WHS) mathematics achievement; Local/chapter 

competitions are in February, followed by the state competition in March, and 

National Competition in May. Interested students are encouraged to sign up for the 

event in November. 

 

¶ Math Olympiad - is an American Mathematics Competition (AMC) program open 

to Grade 9-12 students. The math teacher Mrs. Bruesch at WHS administers the first 

two tests AMC 8 in November, and AMC 10 in February. Those who pass these tests 

are invited to a third test American Invitational Math Exam (AIME) in March. No 

student from WHS has ever passed the AIME, although many have come very close. 

Only the best of the best are invited to the United States of America Math Olympiad 

(USAMO) [about 375 students, Nationwide]. The Olympiad is given in April. The 

top 12 students go to Washington DC for National Honors. 

 

¶ Model United Nations (MUN) 

1. Model United Nations is a school program that gives students the opportunity to 

play the role of United Nations diplomats at academically competitive conferences 

here in Southern California and other parts of the country.  Student delegates 

research, debate, make speeches, and write resolutions based on current issues that 

the United Nations is currently working on. 

2. 9th Grade students are involved in MUN by signing up for the combination World 

History/MUN class that is offered.  This class is the same as the regular 9th grade 

history class and fulfills the social studies requirement, and includes MUN related 

units and activities. 

3. Model United Nations is available for qualified students as an independent study 

course for 10th, 11th, and 12th grades. 

4. Students must attend a minimum of two MUN conferences a semester, for four 

conferences a school year.  Students earn class credits for attendance and 

participation at these conferences, research, and awards.  Additional credits are 

earned for helping others prepare for conferences, student leadership, and 

participation in school conferences. 

5. Whitney High School hosts its own conference every May. 

6. Parents are encouraged to come to the MUN conferences to observe how the 

program is organized and what the students do there. 

7. Parent volunteers are needed to help with the May conference. 

8. For more information, especially about volunteering and observing, contact the 

MUN advisor, Steve Rosenberg. 
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¶ Robotics - In FIRST LEGOÈ League (FLL), 7th and 8th grade students meet from 

September through early November, designing, building and programming a robot to 

compete in the local qualifying tournament in November and the Southern California 

Regional in December, at LEGOLAND. The winners are announced via their 

website at http://www.usfirst.org/jrobtcs/flego.htm. The FIRST VexÊ Challenge 

(FVC) is a mid-level robotics competition targeting high-school students. This yearôs 

game will be announced in September at http://www.usfirst.org/vex the VEX web 

page. Students wishing to build the larger (130 lb.) robots can find more information 

at www.usfirst.org. Parent participation is encouraged at all club levels. They are 

needed to help coach, drive the students to events, feed them when they work long 

hours building robots, and cheer them on at the competitions! No fees to join the 

club, but members do pay their own expenses (i.e., T-shirts, caps, travel costs). 

¶ Science Olympiad - is an ABCUSD competition for 7th and 8th grade students, and 

is held each year in the spring. Students who are interested in competing are 

encouraged to sign-up for the event of their choice. Sign-ups begin in February. 

Most events are for teams of students (2-4 students per team) 

¶ SPACESET - International High School Space Settlement Design Competition. 

Members of this club combine their creativity, technical competence, management 

skills, environmental knowledge, teamwork, and presentation skills to get ready for 

the international competition. In competition, NASA challenges student teams to 

prepare designs for cities in space that will be known as Space Settlements or Space 

Colonies. Club members meet on weekends and sometimes weekdays as they get 

close to the deadline for their qualifying proposal. After qualifying, the international 

finals' competition takes place in mid-July. Members typically meet during the 

school year in the media lab on campus. 

 

International Day ï Students showcase their talents in different presentations.  It is also 

a fundraising opportunity for all interested clubs by selling food during the day. 

 

School Newspaper ï the newspaper is ñAspectsò and is published every other week by 

students. Students have the opportunity to become a staff member by applying for open 

positions.  Application period is open near the end of the school year. The newspaper 

staff meets every Wednesday after school.  See Mr. Eric Gutierrez for more information. 

 

Talent Show ï Whitneyôs annual talent show is a huge production held by the Student 

Council featuring as many as 250 students. Anyone from 7th to the 12th grade is welcome 

to audition songs, dances or variety acts. The show usually features several cultural 

performances and ñclass actsò which are created by students in each grade level. 

Auditions are held in January and the show is produced in a professional theatre towards 

the end of February each year. 

http://www.usfirst.org/jrobtcs/flego.htm
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Awards & Recognition 
òA teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops.ó 

Henry Adams 

Detailed information on this section can be found in the school website. 

 

¶ 8th  Grade Award Ceremony.  Historically WHS did not have an 8th grade 

promotion ceremony that is traditionally part of Middle School.  Being unique in the 

ABC School District as the only school to carry grades 7th to 12th grades, graduation 

is an honor reserved for students who successfully finish their senior year.  But in 

keeping with the district practice of honoring 8th grade students completing their 

Middle School studies, WHS started its own 8th Grade Award Ceremony three years 

ago and proved very successful.  Held at Cerritos Park East before the end of the 

school year, 8th grade students are honored and recognized in a ceremony organized 

by the PTSA. 

 

¶ Senior Awards Ceremony An annual evening awards ceremony to recognize 

seniors and their accomplishments takes place each June. 

 

¶ Senior Graduation 

 

Honors:  Highest Honors unweighted GPA of 3.80 - 4.00 

  High Honors: unweighted GPA of 3.50 - 3.79 

  Honors: unweighted GPA of 3.00 - 3.49 

 

Valedictorians All seniors with an unweighted GPA of 4.0 at the end of seventh semester 

(1st semester, senior year) earn this honor. They wear gold caps and gowns in the graduation 

ceremony, lead the class in the processional, sit in the front row of graduates, present a brief 

group speech, and receive their diplomas first (in alphabetical order). 

 

Salutatorians All seniors with an unweighted GPA of 3.98 at the end of their 

seventh semester (1st semester, senior year) are honored by following the 

valedictorians in leading the class to stage and in receiving their diplomas with the 

valedictorians. 

 

Distinguished Scholars Seniors with 3.5 weighted UC GPA for five consecutive 

semesters while enrolled in a minimum of four UC approved classes earn special 

notation on the diploma and transcript and receive a medallion during the Senior 

Awards ceremony to be worn at graduation. 

 

Thespian Society Members are required to obtain 15 Thespian points by 

participating in drama club productions and activities. Members receive special 

cords worn at graduation and also are eligible for scholarships. See Mrs. Improta for 

details. 

 

Key Club Seniors who have performed 200 or more hours of community service are 

recognized with a symbol by their names in the graduation program and with a cord 

to be worn in the graduation ceremony. 

 

Honors and Honor Societies Seniors who earn an un-weighted GPA of 3.49 or 

under through the seventh semester receive a Bronze Medallion in the graduation 

ceremony. 

 

National Honor Society Juniors with a cumulative, unweighted 3.5 GPA should 

apply for membership at spring semester. Applicants must have their school and 

community activities certified by the adult sponsor of each activity. 
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California Scholarship Federation (CSF) Eligibility for membership is determined 

by semester grades (10th - 12th). Students must maintain satisfactory citizenship as 

well. Seniors who have earned membership in CSF four semesters total (including 

one in the senior year) receive the Lamp Pin, a gold seal on their diplomas, and gold 

and blue cords to wear in the graduation ceremony over the gown. See Mr. Glonchak 

for more information or to apply. Junior Scholarship Federation (CJSF) is for grades 

7-9. See Mr. Raabe for more information. 

 

French Honor Society  Students must maintain a 3.5 GPA in French classes and an 

unweighted cumulative 3.0 GPA, as well as satisfactory citizenship.  Seniors receive 

cords at the Senior Awards ceremony to be worn at the graduation ceremony.  See 

Madame El Moussa for details. 

 

Japanese National Honor Society Students must maintain a 3.5 GPA in Japanese 

classes and an unweighted cumulative 3.0 GPA. Students must also maintain 

satisfactory citizenship. Seniors receive cords at the Senior Awards ceremony to be 

worn in the graduation ceremony. See Ms. Oyama for details. 

 

Spanish National Honor Society 
Students must be in at least the 10th grade and must be enrolled in Spanish 3 Honors 

or higher.  Students must also maintain an unweighted cumulative grade point 

average of 4.0 in all Spanish classes and an unweighted overall grade point average 

of 3.5.  Senior cords to be worn at graduation are available for purchase to all seniors 

who are members.  For more information or to receive an application, see Mrs. 

Homstad in room 14. 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) Scholar Awards the AP Program offers several awards 

to recognize high school students who demonstrate college-level achievement 

through AP courses and exams. 

 

 

AP Scholar score of 3 or higher on 3 or more AP exams 

AP Scholar with Honors score of 3 or higher on 4 or more AP exams (avg. 

3.5) 

AP Scholar with Distinction score of 3 or higher on 5 or more exams (avg. 3.5) 

AP State Scholar female and male in each state w/ the highest avg. 

score on the greatest number of AP exams in their 

state 

AP National Scholar students who receive an average score of at least 4 

on 8 or more AP exams 
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District Resources 

This section outlines resources that are available from the ABC Unified School District.  
For details log on to the district website www.abcusd.k12.ca.us. 
 
ABCUSD Student and Parent/Guardian Guide.  This is a guide to all parents and 
students of ABC Unified School District and serves as an annual notification to parents, 
guardians and students of their rights and responsibility.  A copy is mailed to every 
household whose student is enrolled with the district each school year.  It outlines 
district policies on student records maintenance, attendance, safety and discipline rules 
as well as subsidized student meals.  It also contains brief summaries of other district 
programs such as GATE, vocational training, and school of choice.  The guide includes 
step by step complaint procedures and how they are processed. 

ABCUSD Back To School Edition - contains welcome messages from district 

personnel, principals, board members. It also has the results of the California Standards 

Tests, school year calendar (with quarter schedule, school legal holidays, open house 

dates, graduation dates), ABC Council PTA board, unit presidents, school bus stops 

times and locations, all ABC schools locations and phone numbers. 

 

ABCUSD Educational Planning Guide ï is available around April each year for each 

student. The online version is also available on the WHS website, with a link to 

www.abcusd.k12.ca.us/pdf/planning guide. The purpose of this guide is to assist 

students in achieving educational, personal, and career goals. This planning guide is a 

comprehensive resource that presents information ranging from graduation requirements 

such as course requirements to the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE). It also 

defines requirements such as honors at graduation and Distinguished Scholar Program 

(DSP), post-secondary options and planning, college selection, college admission 

testing, and financial support. This guide is best used as an index; parents should contact 

their childôs advisor to fully explore options and gather comprehensive information 

about career and/or college selections.  Seniors will get advance copies during fall 

semester. 

 

Parent Leadership Academy ñPLAò - Recognizing the important roles parents play in 

shaping the lives of children and families the ABCUSD designed the PLA.  It aims to 

provide opportunities for parents and guardians to participate in meaningful home and 

school activities to enhance student achievement.  Topics that are usually covered are 

school readiness, socialization, parenting as well as parent participation. 

 

All workshops are held 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the ABCUSD boardroom, 16700 Norwalk 

Blvd, Cerritos. No pre-registration is required. Free childcare is provided. Interpreters 

are also available upon request. Please call ABC Adult School (562) 926-6734 extension 

25010 for more information or log on to ABC Adult  School website 

www.abcadultschool.com.   

 

School Accountability Report Card is published yearly and is available to all parents 

upon request.  Whitney High Schoolôs report card can be accessed through the school 

web site or the district web site. 

http://www.abcusd.k12.ca.us/
http://www.abcusd.k12.ca.us/pdf/palnning%20guide
http://www.abcadultschool.com/
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òIt is our attitude at the beginning of a difficult task which, more than anything else, will affect its successful outcomeó 

William James 

Parent Organizations & Support Groups 

 

 

Several parent and support groups exist in WHS.  They consist of parent volunteers and 

organized according to their cultural ties. Together they form the base of Whitney High 

School Foundation for Education Excellence. In the multi-cultural environment of WHS 

these organizations serve as a bridge between administration and parents who speak 

English as a second language and may require help in further interpretation of school 

policies.  They also provide much needed financial support for a school which receives 

very limited government funding due to its uniqueness.  Typically, each group has a 

table for registration on Pick-up days and Back to School Night.  In addition, parents 

who do not wish to affiliate themselves with these groups can pick up a ñParent 

Volunteer Formò from the school office. They can fill out the form and submit it to the 

office. They are contacted as needed. 

 

Starting with the School Site Council, the next few pages are informational flyers on the 

different parent groups that are actively involved in the WHS community.  

 

 

 
 
 

HRW^^[ HXcT 8^d]RX[ 
 (Frequently Asked Questions) 

 

What is School Site Council?  
According to the California Education Code, all public schools are required to 
have a group made up of the siteôs stakeholders (parents, staff members, and 
students) to oversee School Improvement Funds allocated from the state and to 
serve as a decision making body in regard to school policy when appropriate. 
Examples for school policy are school safety plan and school year academic 
plan. 
 
How does it work?  
Whitney does not qualify for most state and federal program funding, so the 
budget is significantly less than other local comprehensive high schools. In 
addition, WHS is also unique through its specialized mission statement. The 
combination of these two facts results in the SSC assembling for a meeting once 
per quarter through the school year (average of four times per year) on a Friday 
afternoon (usually 3:00 ï 4:00). Agendas are prepared and distributed with 
reminder notices issued one week prior to the actual meeting.  
 
How do I get involved in School Site Council?  
Please express your interest by emailing or calling the school principal, Dr. 
Rhonda Buss at 562 926-5566 ext. 22302.  You will then be contacted. 
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