Meeting the College Representatives – Tips on How to Impress
Dear Students,

It is that busy time in the fall when a plethora of college representatives are coming out to visit our campus. We are very fortunate (as these representatives do not visit every high school). Please thank the Connection Center crew for arranging these visits.

It is important that you visit and meet the college representatives, even if you have gone to the informational meetings on their campus or a special area night presentation.

Why?

The representative often times is the very admissions reader who advocates for your application.

Before you attend, please prepare. 

How?

You can find out the schedule of visits beforehand, listed on Naviance Succeed. Make arrangements with your teachers and obtain prior approval before attending (making certain that you do not miss any work). Then visit the university’s website. Know the general information already before you attend.

Why?

You have the chance to make a Great impression, No impression, or (unfortunately) a not-good impression.
Not speaking at all makes no impression. However, asking general questions is not ideal either. You appear to be a student who never even checked out the school.

     How can I make a great impression?

· Greet the representative, and introduce your name with a smile (before you ask the question).
· Maintain eye contact. 

· Be conscious of your posture; sit up straight. If it is a lunch meeting, be conscientiously of how you appear as you eat.
· Listen actively and show interest/ enthusiasm with positive body language.
· Answer specifically and concisely; try to avoid the pitfalls of “fillers” (“like,” “you know,” “cool,” “umm”…) 

· Have ready 1 to 2 specific, intelligent questions about the college (not “do you really have to do the math core requirement here?”). DO Not ask questions that you can easily gather from their website or general information catalog.

Instead, look at current news and program information on their web  site and ask specific questions such as “I noticed that Dr. Bang just received a grant from NASA for his rocket fuel project; will there be an opportunity for undergraduates to work on this project? In general, how are undergraduates chosen for research projects in the science department?” 
True story example: 

I noticed that a WHS student who has been meeting the college representative of his #1 school for the past two years. Last year the student made a strong impression with the following above tips. This year, the student made certain to serve as an ambassador for the evening program offered here, and then even attended afternoon session. Each time, the student had prepared at least 1 specific intelligent question and was able to share 1 interest he had. 
