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While seniors and their parents are gathering information about “best match” colleges it is important to understand the various types of financial aid resources. 

The FAFSA4caster is available now on the U.S. Department of Education website at http://www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov to assist you in planning for college.  FAFSA4caster will provide you with an estimate of your financial aid eligibility and help you begin the financial aid process.

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) - One of the best features of FAFSA4caster is that it will transfer your data to the FAFSA on the Web application when you are ready to officially apply for federal student financial aid.  You will have an opportunity to change or update any information as necessary.  Most public and private colleges also use the FAFSA to award funds from their own financial aid programs.  Please be aware that the official window of time to apply for federal student financial aid begins January 1, 2010.  (To assist you with the federal financial aid process we will be hosting our annual Financial Aid Night, on Tuesday, January 5, 2010, at 7:00 p.m.)  

CSS/Financial Aid Profile – This financial aid application is used by many private colleges to determine a student’s financial aid eligibility.  The application will be available online at www.CollegeBoard.com mid-September.  Check your private college website(s) for their CSS/Financial Aid Profile deadline.  Some CSS deadlines are as early as Nov. 1 for early private college applicants.  

Cal Grant Financial Aid Eligibility – Seniors will receive a GPA Information Release Form to complete and return to Mary or Suzanne in the College/Career Connection Center.  All senior GPAs will be submitted electronically through the Connection Center for Cal Grant consideration.
Private College Financial Aid Supplements – Some private colleges also use their own financial aid supplement form.  Check the private college financial aid websites to learn about their financial aid forms and requirements. 

**  Private College Grants and Scholarships (including full and partial tuition awards) –
Many private colleges advertise a full range of grants and scholarships.  You will need to check Naviance or the private college website(s) under their financial aid page to learn what is available.  Some of the best awards are advertised in September and October!  I strongly suggest you check the website(s) periodically as information is always being updated.  Occasionally applicants may need to submit a nomination by their grade level advisor.  Some colleges automatically consider applicants for certain grants and scholarships when their admission application is evaluated. 
Whitney High School College/Career Connection Center – All Whitney students have a personalized internet Naviance Succeed (formerly TCCi) college/career planning account.  Check the scholarship section regularly for updates.    
Research your colleges thoroughly to maximize your financial aid opportunities!
Mary Pinedo

College/Career Center Specialist            

