WELCOME TO AMERICA!!!
Class: 8th Grade U.S. History
Teacher: Mr. Harp
[image: image1.wmf]SO WHO IS MR. HARP?


The simple answer is that I am your history teacher for the next year. But I thought I would take a moment to introduce myself to you. This is my eighth year teaching (and yet I look so young, right?). I grew up in Cerritos and I actually went to Whitney and graduated in 1999, so I know what this place can be like. I graduated from Cal State Long Beach with a degree in history, and to be honest, I’m one of those geeks who actually loves history. I am married to my beautiful wife Kimberly, and we have a daughter, Madalyn, and a son, Caden, who I think, are the cutest kids in the world (but I’m biased). I am a huge fan of the Beatles and the Philadelphia Eagles. I love In-N-Out and Disneyland, and my favorite television shows are “24” (Jack Bauer for president!), “SportsCenter,” and my all-time favorite “Saved By the Bell.”  
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SO WHAT IS U.S. HISTORY?

This class is all about early US History, starting with colonial times. We’ll study the Revolutionary War, the Constitution, the early Republic, slavery, the Industrial Revolution, manifest destiny, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. Sounds boring, doesn’t it? Well, my job is to make the study of the past as enjoyable as possible. I know history may be almost everyone’s least favorite subject, but my number one goal is to make you actually look forward to this class each day.
SO WHAT WILL I DO?

Let me be honest with all of you up front: My class is not easy…it’s a challenge. Remember, middle school is all about learning to become a better student and prepare you for high school. Here’s what you can expect:

· Homework from the textbook (a week to complete)
· Classwork (maps, worksheets, taking notes, group assignments)
· [image: image3.wmf]Exams (at the end of each unit, covers what you’ve learned from the book and notes)
· Essays (a big part of proving you know history is writing about it)
· Projects (individual and group, mini ones and large ones)
· Research Paper (done in steps, biggest and longest project of the year)
· Presentations (plenty of chances to work on your public speaking skills)
· Quizzes (geography, vocabulary, sections of a unit)
· Comps (at the end of each quarter, everything we’ve learned during that quarter)
· Games (oh how I love games…I use games to help teach specific topics or review for an upcoming test, or just to keep everyone motivated)
SO WHAT ARE THE RULES?


The key word in my class is RESPONSIBILITY. You are out of elementary school and 7th grade so I will not treat you like little kids. You earn the grade that you receive in this class. The bottom line is this: the amount of effort you put into the class will determine your success. Here are my 4 main rules:
1. EVERYONE WILL BE RESPECTED AT ALL TIMES   (don’t talk while others are talking, be courteous, cooperate in group work, treat others the way you want to be treated…by the way, no cell phones, cards, or music players please)
2. DO ALL OF YOUR WORK…PLEASE!  (don’t fall behind or your grade will suffer…I do accept late work but that only gets you partial points…missing work is the only way to fail my class)
3. BRING ALL OF YOUR STUFF EVERY DAY   (don’t forget your materials: 3-ring binder, notebook or composition book, pens/pencils, highlighter, and Whitney planner/agenda…I can and will take away points if you forget things on a regular basis)
4. IF THERE’S A PROBLEM…SAY SOMETHING! (I’m not a mind reader, so if you’re struggling, have a question, or need help, please come and talk to me…this is called “being proactive” and it only makes you more successful)
SO WHAT ABOUT GRADES?
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Basically, I grade on the point system. Every assignment you do (whether it be homework, classwork, a project, or a test) is graded out of so many points. The harder or more important the assignment is, the more points it is worth. What I do differently from many teachers is that the lowest number of points you can ever receive on an assignment (except tests!) is half of what its worth…so no “zeroes.” At the end of each quarter, I take your earned points and divide by the total number of points possible for the quarter. The percentage determines the letter grade: 

90-100% = A   80-89% = B   70-79% = C   60-69% = D   45-59% = F
There will be some extra credit opportunities for you to earn extra points (but don’t beg for it please), and I do take in account the amount that you participate in class.
SO WHAT DOES THE YEAR LOOK LIKE?

Unit 1:     Colonial America (September/October)

· “Survivor…the Colonies” (group/team)

· Colony Project (individual/group)

Unit 2:     American Revolution (October)

· Why the Colonies Rebelled? Essay

Unit 3:     The Constitution (November/December)

· Constitution Info Book Project (individual)

Unit 4:     The Early Republic (January)

Unit 5:     Jacksonian America (February)
Unit 6:     Antebellum America (March)

· Road to Civil War Presentation (group)

Unit 7:     Civil War (April/May)

· Civil War Project (individual or partner)

· “Blue vs. Gray” (group/team)

Unit 8:     Reconstruction (May)

· Failure or Success? Essay (individual)

· Reconstruction Journal (individual/group)
Research Project (individual) = December to April

Dear Parents or Guardians,


My name is Mr. Harp and I have the honor of being your child’s history teacher for this next school year. Let me begin by saying that I am excited about this new year and all of the possibilities that come with it. I consider myself to be a history “geek,” who loves the subject and my hope is to spread my enthusiasm to all of my students. Many kids think history is boring and useless, and so my primary goal is to change their attitudes and show them how history does connect with their lives today…and also that we can make history fun. I try to make this happen by playing games, simulating history with “hands-on” activities, using technology, and anything else that gets kids excited. 

Please take a moment and read through the “welcome letter” that I gave your son/daughter today in class. In that letter, you’ll find more information about me, details about my grading system, my basic rules, and a list of what kinds of assignments my students will complete during the year. I have also included a calendar of what units we will go through and what projects my students will be working on.

This class is early United States History from colonial times to the Industrial Revolution (roughly 1492 to 1890’s). Obviously, we’ll go through the year in chronological order, broken down into thematic units (such as the Revolutionary Period and Civil War & Reconstruction to name a couple). Most students are used to having to memorize famous names, important dates, and places on a map when it comes to learning about history. Although I believe certain people and years are essential for a student to know before they leave my class, I am more interested in teaching students to see the bigger picture, like why stuff happened, what impact did stuff have, and why it might matter now, rather than only facts. Hopefully, by the end of the year, your child will find history a little more interesting and relative than when they started. Most importantly, they’ll have a better understanding of the trials and successes of our country.

The key word in my class is “RESPONSIBILITY.” As an 8th grader, I feel it is important that they master how to take responsibility for their education, and not just rely or depend on you as parents. In my opinion, 8th grade is all about training and preparing for high school. Students in my class will get plenty of practice in time management, taking notes, writing essays, doing research (out of books!), using good study habits, working with groups, and speaking up for themselves. As parents, you can help by doing one important task…stay involved! Please, don’t be afraid to ask your son/daughter what they are learning about in my class and what assignments or projects they are working on. By doing this, your child will be held accountable for their actions this year and there are no surprises for you. Over the course of the year, my students will understand that the amount of effort they put into my class will determine their success or struggle. You can help by making sure your child implements the necessary habits.

If you ever have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to call or e-mail me any time throughout the year (e-mail works best). I think of parents and guardians as partners with teachers in their child’s education, and I am here to help you in any way that I can. Thank you for your time and support. I look forward to working with all of you.









Sincerely…Mr. Harp



Phone: 926-5566 ext. 22324
E-Mail:  kevin.harp@abcusd.k12.ca.us OR mister.harp@yahoo.com
I am also available for tutoring during the year, contact me if interested

I have read the introduction to Mr. Harp’s class and the parent letter and discussed both with my child

_________________________________

_________________________________

(parent signature)




(student signature)






