AP United States History
Mr. Harp – Course Syllabus

mister.harp@yahoo.com 
Course Description and Objective

The AP US History class is a comprehensive course equivalent to a college survey class in American History at any reputable university in the country. In fact, it is harder than the average college history course since the textbook and all materials must be completed by late April (requiring a pretty strenuous pace) and because it culminates with a rigorous, comprehensive, nationally administered exam.
Let me be clear up front, most of the responsibility to pass the AP Exam and this course lies with the individual student! I cannot take the test for you…you do. Just showing up and doing all your homework will not be enough. Students must be prepared to do college-level work (which includes lots of reading and writing) and demonstrating college-level proficiency. Remember, you are trying to prove that you don’t need to take US History in college! Not only will students acquire a basic understanding of the factual material, but they will also develop the analytical skills necessary to deal with the subject in greater depth. In other words, students will not just memorize the facts of US History, but learn how to interpret the history of this country.
Students may be in for a rude awakening at first (and thus may struggle early on), but commitment and discipline will usually pay off in the end. The course covers political, diplomatic, economic, social, cultural, military, and intellectual history of the United States from 1492-present day in three quarters and concludes with students being prepared to take the Advanced Placement Exam in United States History in early May. (by the way, I expect all of you to take the exam…why else suffer through this class?)
Required Texts
Zinn, Howard. A People’s History of the United States, 1492-Present
Bailey and Kennedy. The American Pageant: A History of the Republic.
Grading
Since this class is a college-level course, the grading scale is weighted to reflect the intensity of the course.

85 – 100%  =
  A

72 – 84%    =  B

60 – 71%    =  C

50 – 59%    =  D

Here’s the breakdown of the categories that will make up your grade and the percentage weight they influence your grade:

Tests/Exams (30%)   Essays (25%)   Comps (30%)

Everything Else (15%)…this includes projects, quizzes, participation, and homework
Course Requirements (what you’ll be doing)
	Reading

Reading is a major requirement of this class. Your primary book to read is A People’s History of the United States. Your “textbook” should be used as a reference to collect information. You should also read through notes (can be found online or my own notes on my website)
	Homework

Reading is considered homework but you also need to write passage responses for each chapter of A People’s History. You also have ID terms flashcards to do for each unit (here’s where your textbook comes in). And of course, studying and reviewing for essays and exams if you count that as homework

	Essays

50% of the AP Exam is the essay portion. Therefore, considerable time will be spent learning and practicing how to write effectively. Students can expect to write 1-2 essays either free-response or DBQ) per unit and all of them will be timed, in-class to help you get used to what’s expected on the AP Exam. Each essay is out of 100 points. Each quarter’s comp is a time to practice the entire essay potion of the AP exam, so you will write a total of 3 essays in the 2-hour comp time
	Tests/Exams
Exams will be given at the end of each unit and consist of 30 multiple choice questions taken from former AP exams so you get used to the style and difficulty. There will also be separate ID terms tests where you have to define some key people, events, laws, court cases, or concepts for each unit. There are also periodic president’s tests throughout the year, matching major events to the president at the time

	Projects
There are two projects you will complete. The first is a group project in the 3rd quarter where you will have to complete a research paper, handout, and class presentation. The other is a partner video project during the 4th quarter, after the AP exam
	Participation

I believe that one of the best ways to learn history (and remember material for a future exam) is to talk about it and engage in it. That’s why a part of your grade in my class is participation (200 points each quarter), which includes class discussions on a daily basis, activities, debates, and asking questions


Course Outline and Schedule (what you’ll be learning and when)


Each unit we cover will last 2-4 weeks. Below is an overview of how the class is organized and what you will be reading for each unit
First Quarter:

Unit 1: From Colonies to Revolution
· Zinn Chapters 1 and 2
· Textbook Chapters 1-8
Unit 2:
The Constitution and the Early Republic
· Zinn Chapter 5
· Textbook Chapters 9-12
Unit 3:
Age of Jackson to Manifest Destiny
· Zinn Chapters 6 and 7
· Textbook Chapters 13-17
Second Quarter

Unit 4:
Disunion, Civil War, and Reconstruction
· Zinn Chapters 9 and 10
· Textbook Chapters 18-22
Unit 5:
The Gilded Age, Industrialization, and Urbanization
· Zinn Chapter 11
· Textbook Chapters 23-26
Unit 6:
American Expansionism, Progressivism, and the First World War
· Zinn Chapters 12 and 13
· Textbook Chapters 27-30
Third Quarter
Unit 7:
The Roaring Twenties to the Second World War

· Zinn Chapters 15 and 16
· Textbook Chapters 31-35
Unit 8:Post-War America (1945 – today)
· Zinn Chapters 16, 17, 18, 19
· Textbook Chapters 36-40
Student Expectations

1. Behavior – Do I really need to tell you how to behave in class? Didn’t think so. But please make sure cell phones are kept silent, and only use music players when I give you free time to work/study
2. Materials – Bring to class a notebook (to take notes, duh), your textbook (you can use it in class), and your flashcards (you’ll often have opportunities to work on them in class). You’ll need paper when we have essays in class

3. Cheating – Don’t be stupid. You signed a contract and I expect you to uphold it. In my opinion, your integrity is more important than what you learn in this class
4. Attendance – It helps you be successful in this class when you show up. If you are absent, you will have a chance to make up any missed work, but be sure to find out what we did each day to see what you might need! As for being late, I record tradies and the school’s policies will be enforced
5. Eating/Drinking – It’s fine with me as long as you clean up after yourself. In fact I encourage you to bring a little breakfast to help keep yourself awake!



“Cramming before tests and essays does not work!”	“Stay on top of your APUSH work or you’ll die!” 


“Don’t BS on ID Terms…they are really helpful” 		“Love APUSH and APUSH will love you”


“Be prepared to work hard, but APUSH is not as bad as others say”


“Don’t procrastinate, especially with ID Terms”	“Don’t rely on Course-Notes only!”


“Get a study group…talking about history helps!”	“Pay attention in class, lectures are helpful”


“Mr. Harp grades essays harder than Verrett, but it’s helpful for the AP Exam”


“If you want a high grade and good score, you have take your reading and work seriously”








