Civics (H) Course Syllabus

Mr. Jeans Rm. 1

mrjeans24@hotmail.com 


The honors course in Civics is designed to give a thorough overview of how the American system of government works.  It will provide information about the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that make up the American political landscape.  The course will focus on national, state, and local governments, with a healthy dose of election activities thrown in as well.  


We will be using the text American Government, written by James Wilson.  There will also be supplemental readings that will be provided as required by the course of study.  The basic outline of the course is broken down as follows:

Third Quarter:      Introduction and background to American Constitutional Government:


    Chapters 1-3



    Declaration of Independence and the Constitution



    John Locke, “Second Treatise of Civil Government”



    Kristol & Lazare, “Has the American Political System Succeeded?”



    James Madison, “Federalist 10,478,48,51”



    Morton Grodzins, “The Federal System”



    Political culture, civil rights and civil liberties: Chapters 4-6



    Kagan & Kaplan, “Is Democracy Desirable for All Nations?”



    Madrick & DeMuth, “Is America Becoming More Unequal?”



    Political opinion, political attitudes and socialization: Chapters 7-8



    McKenna, “Labels and Alignments in American Politics”

Fourth Quarter:  Political parties, elections and interest groups: Chapters 9-11



    How the media influences government: Chapter 12

   

    McChesney & Rattner, “Are the Mass Media Dominated by the 


    
    Powerful Few?”



    Congress, the Presidency and the Bureaucracy: Chapters 13-15



    James Madison, “Federalist 53,56,57,62,63”



    Alexander Hamilton, “Federalist 70”



    Bennett, Cronin, & Genovese, “The Presidency: Does the President’s 


    Personal Morality Matter?”



    Yoo & Cairo, “Does the President Have Unilateral War Powers?”



    The Judiciary: Chapter 16



    Dworkin & Glendon, “Should Judges Read the Moral Views into the 


    Constitution?”



    John Stuart Mill, “Liberty of Thought and Discussions”



    State and Local Government: Community involvement 



    Krikorian & Sharry, “Stopping Illegal Immigration: Should Border 


    Security Come First?”

Current Events:  


You will be responsible for one current event presentation per quarter.  Dates will be provided at a later time.  You are required to present on your assigned date.  Your presentation must be from an article relating to American government, and you must have the complete article with you on the day of presentation as well as a written summary.

Community Involvement: (Civic duty)


You will be required to participate in one outside of class civics related activity during the semester.  The activity must occur at the state or local level.  Your civic duty may be fulfilled in number of ways, including attending a school board or city council meeting, arranging an approved guest speaker, or working in a political campaign.  An appropriate written summary of your activity must be submitted to fulfill this assignment.  

Participation:


Your grade will also reflect participation.  Keeping up with assigned reading, homework, and classwork is necessary to contribute to class discussions and projects.  Homework and classwork missed for any reason other than an excused absence will not be accepted.  

Tests and Semester Project:


Tests will be multiple choice and essay.  You will have one week from the original test date to make up a missed test.  Tests not completed during this time period will be recorded as a zero in my gradebook.  Quarter exams missed for any reason other than an excused absence will also earn a zero.  


Your semester project will consist of a reflective paper regarding your political philosophy.  This paper will be due near the end of the semester.  Details at a later date.  

Grading:


Points are accrued on a traditional scale.  The more you have, the better your grade will be. 93 - 100 % = A, 90 - 92 % = A-, 87 - 89 % = B+, 83 - 86 % = B,  80 – 82 % + B-, 77 – 79 % = C+,  73 – 76 % = C, 70 – 72 % = C-, 65 – 69 % = D, 64 % and below = F  ( No A+ grades will be given)


Each quarter grade is a complete grade for the nine weeks of class, and the semester grade is an average of the two quarter grades, not one continuous grade.  


Cheating will not be tolerated.  This includes copying from the textbook, a neighbor, or from the internet.  Any form of cheating is an automatic referral.  

Students earning a 74% or lower at progress report time each quarter, will receive a progress report.  

Tardy Policy:   


You can have two tardies per semester without any disciplinary steps.  However, once you have reached the third tardy of a semester you will serve a 30 minute detention with me.  Tardy  # 4 is a referral and notification to parents. All tardies after four per semester will be an automatic referral with consequences assigned by the school.  We have a limited amount of time each day to cover a lot of information.  You need to be on time.  Going to your locker for any required classroom materials such as a book, homework, or your notebook after class has started, will be considered a tardy as well. 
